Journal tO Stella                 LETTER iv

at the Cockpit; and let the inclosed be directed for me:
that mistake cost me eighteen-pence t'other day.
30. I dined with Stratford to-day, but am not to see
Mr. Harley till Wednesday: 'tis late, and I send this
before there is occasion for the bell; because I would have
Joe have his letter, and Parvisol too; which you must so
contrive as not to cost them double postage. I can say no
more, but that I am, etc.
LETTER V
[SATURDAY]                               London, Sept. 30, 1710.
HAN'T I brought myself into a fine premunire* to begin
writing letters in whole sheets, and now I dare not leave it
off. I can't tell whether you like these journal letters: I
believe they would be dull to me to read them over; but,
perhaps, little MD is pleased to know how Presto passes
his time in her absence. I always begin my last the same
day I ended my former. I told you where I dined to-day
at a tavern with Stratford: Lewis,2 who is a great favourite
of Harley's, was to have been with us; but he was hurried
to Hampton-court, and sent his excuse; and that next
Wednesday he would introduce me to Harley. 'Tis good to
1  Swift here uses the word in the sense of a penalty, or liability. The
name was derived from the first words, praemunire or fraemonerefacias, of
a writ originally introduced for the repression of papal encroachments on
the power of the Crown. By later statutes a number of offences were made
liable to the penalties of a fraemunire.
2  Erasmus Lewis,  1670-1754, had been secretary to the English
Ambassador in Paris, 1701; secretary to Harley, 1704; secretary at
Brussels, 1708; and he was afterwards Under-Secretary of State to Lord
Dartmouth and Mr. Bromley.  In Nov. 1713 he was elected M.P. for
Lostwithiel. In a poem, published in October of that year, Swift described
him as,
ea Cunning Shaver,
And very much in Harley's Favour/
(Poems, y.iji). And see Frost PPorh (v. 227-35). As well as of Swift he
was a dose friend of Pope, Arbuthnot, Gay, and Prior*
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